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Pegasus Launch 1989  

 

IAN PETER 

Welcome to EarthNet. And we've got here a number of unread messages from various people 

around the world. So I'll just start to read through them all one by one. 

 

VOICEOVER 

There's something a little unsettling about watching somebody connect a computer into a global 

computer system, from almost the middle of nowhere. The nearest village is 12 kilometers away. 

The nearest phone line is a kilometer away. And the system is powered by the sun.  

 

MARK HAYES 

How is it possible for us to be sitting here in the middle of a field in Terania Valley to plug into this 

network? How can that be done? 

 

IAN PETER 

We can do it here because of the cellular telephone network.  

 

MARK HAYES 

That's mobile phones.   
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Ian Peter   

That's mobile phones.  Yeah.  

 

And the mobile phone connecting through the modem, which is the little box that you connect 

into your computer makes the communications possible. And of course, anyone who's got a 

telephone, and in the remotest areas of Australia you can find a telephone connection, that's 

another way to do it. But we're particularly excited to experiment with a mobile network, and see 

how that one went. 

 

MARK HAYES   

In principle, what Pegasus networks means, is that no matter where anybody is, if they subscribe, 

and have a computer and a phone, the world can be their information oyster, 

 

IAN PETER   

it's a tremendous amount of information. It's about three Encyclopedia Brittanicas full, so it's not a 

thing you sit in and read from beginning to end, and I'm still discovering new parts of it, and I think 

everybody associated with the network is.  

 

What we're doing here. It's very likely to be a form of communication many people will have 

adopted, say, within 10 years. As we go forward, I think it'll become far more popular. 

 

VOICEOVER 

Be that as it may, though increasing numbers of people are learning how to use computers, many 

are still nervous about them.  

 

MARK HAYES   

Do you need to be a computer buff or computer wizard to get into this sort of technology? 

 

IAN PETER 

You need a computer wizard working for Pegasus, and fortunately we have one. That's not me. I'm 

not one of those at all, I'm just an ordinary computer user.  

 

No, it's pretty simple. And I guess what we're trying to do is to make it as easy as we possibly can 

for people to use, by taking the technobabble and so on out of it and just making it very easy. 
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VOICEOVER 

The launch of Pegasus Networks was a typical Northern Rivers affair. At a picnic area on the edge 

of a rainforest, Ian Peter called up the world. 

 

IAN PETER 

From [inaudible], and the director of APC. We're very pleased to see Australian groups online. 

 

VOICEOVER 

From here, the signal travelled to the Pegasus headquarters at Byron Bay. And from Byron Bay, via 

the phone system and satellites, overseas to North and Central America.  

 

IAN PETER 

Here we are at the launch of EarthNet. So, that's great. 

 

Fairly simple. From a computer, we're just linking to a telephone, via a little box called a modem, in 

contact with PeaceNet, with EcoNet, with GreenNet, with the web in Canada, with APC, with the 

people in about 70 countries, GreenPeace, Friends of the Earth, World Wildlife Fund, Amnesty 

International, Survival International. 

 

VOICEOVER 

The environment movement used to be decidedly ambivalent about high technology, but Pegasus 

is close to state of the art. 

 

IAN PETER 

I think the thing about technology, when you go back to the 60s, a lot of us were sort of pretty 

scared of anything around technology, and we hadn't really thought it through to abandoning the 

knife and fork, but there was a lot of skepticism about anything.  

 

Ian Peter   

And appropriately, you know, because there is a lot of technology that is harmful, and a lot of 

technology that is polluting, a lot of technology that's very energy consumptive.  

 

This one we can run off a solar panel very easily, and it uses very little energy. 

 

VOICEOVER 

The Pegasus solar power system not only powered their computer in the bus, it also charged 

some of our batteries for our cameras, and still had power to spare.  
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VOICEOVER 

Solar power. Computer power. Knowledge is power. And Pegasus draws it all together. For some, 

connecting social change groups together around the world could be subversive. 

 

MARK HAYES   

Are you radicals? 

 

IAN PETER 

The network is a transparent thing that allows people to communicate. I'm quite sure some radical 

people will use the network, and I am quite sure some conservative people will too. 


